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Sent: Monday, March 06, 2006 4:09 PM 

Subject: PESTICIDES FOUND IN MOST RIVERS AND STREAMS 

 
Dear Aquathin Dealer OnLine, Splash NewsBulletin and Allergic Reaction NewsBulletin Members; 
  
The quick read below concerning pesticides in every water supply is "made nice" in my opinion...and quite alarming, also in 
my opinion, for the following reasons: 
  
1.  While the EPA and representative from the pesticide manufacturers association advise that the concentrations for the 
pesticides are at low levels, they fail to point out that history shows us that the EPA reduces existing MCL's (Maximum 
Contaminate Levels of acceptance) to levels often at the concentrations below average witnessed...with MCLG (Maximum 
Contaminate Level "Goal") to be achieved of 0 ppm. 
  
2.  Multiple pesticides total concentration levels when added together, exceed the individual MCL, but there are no 
regulations for "totals". 
  
3.  Everyone lives downstream from everyone else...meaning that the pesticides coming at me, will have mine added to it 
and now flow to you...and so on and so on.  Chronic accumulation. 
  
4.  Low level concentrations are often the initial citings with higher concentrations to follow. 
  
4.  Lastly, even though the language of this article "de-stresses" the issues, given the choice to consume low levels of 
pesticides or not...we choose not! 
  
I LOVE MY AQUATHIN !  AND REMEMBER, THE NEXT BEST THING TO OWNING AN AQUATHIN IS RECOMMENDING 
ONE TO A FRIEND !! 
  
Let me know what you AquathinK ! 
  
Warmest regards to all...as well, your comments are always welcome and very much appreciated. 
  
FOR THE BEST TASTE IN LIFE &  

26 Years Pure Excellence 

...and another Quarter Century re-inventing the water industry ! 
Think Aquathin...AquathinK ! 
( visit the allnew www.aquathin.com ) 
  
  
"Alfie" 
Alfred J. Lipshultz, President 
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P.S. "Splash NewsBulletins", "Forum Q & A" , "Allergic Reaction" , Biz Bank, Tech Bank and Quote Bank... ARE 
 ALL FREE services to all Authorized Aquathin Dealers and their clients to keep you abreast of technology 
updates and industry news. 
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Pesticides found in most rivers, streams  

WASHINGTON (AP) — Pesticides linked to cancer, birth defects and neurological disorders contaminate almost all of the nation's rivers and 
streams and most fish found in them, but seldom at concentrations likely to affect people, government scientists said Friday. 

 

A small stream like this one in Brainerd, Minn., flows into the Mississippi River and could have pesticides 
present.  

AP 

Though the pesticides were less common in ground water, the U.S. Geological Survey's study of data between 1992 and 2001 found them present 
in streams in both urban and agricultural areas at concentrations that could affect aquatic life or fish-eating wildlife. 

Robert Hirsch, the USGS associate director for water, said that "while the use of pesticides has resulted in a wide range of benefits to control 
weeds, insects, and other pests, including increased food production and reduction of insect-borne disease, their use also raises questions about 
possible effects on the environment, including water quality." 

About 40 pesticides of 100 that were studied accounted for most of the findings in water, fish and sediment. Three herbicides used mainly on 
farms, atrazine, metolachlor, and cyanazine, were the most frequently detected in agricultural streams. Three herbicides used commonly in cities, 
simazine, prometon, and tebuthiuron, showed up more often in urban streams. 

The pesticides also showed up more than 90% of the time in the fish tissue found in agricultural, urban and mixed land-use areas. 

At least one pesticide was detected in water from all the streams studied. Pesticide compounds were found at nearly all times of the year in about 
19 of every 20 streams with agricultural, urban or mixed land-use watersheds, the agency said. The most frequent occurrence was in shallow 
ground water beneath agricultural and urban areas, where more than half the wells contained one or more pesticide compounds. 

Jay Feldman, executive director of Beyond Pesticides, a national research and advocacy group, said the data surrounding the nation's reliance on 
about 1 billion pounds of pesticides a year "shows an urgent need to strengthen policies at all levels of government and curtail pesticide use." 

The USGS report is based on an analysis of data from 51 major river basins and aquifer systems nationally, and a study of an aquifer system that 
runs through eight states from South Dakota to Texas, east of the Rocky Mountains. 

It found that concentrations of individual pesticides nearly always complied with Environmental Protection Agency drinking-water standards, 
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though no water samples from streams were taken at drinking-water intakes. 

EPA also is responsible for reviewing pesticides, based on pesticide-makers' tests that can cost tens of millions of dollars. It typically takes up to a 
decade to study each one before it can reach the marketplace, according to industry figures. 

But simply detecting the presence of a pesticide does not always mean there is reason for concern, said Jay Vroom, president of CropLife 
America, which represents pesticide developers and manufacturers. He emphasized that the use of pesticides by farmers, ranchers and others is 
strictly regulated by federal and state laws. 

"Water quality is of paramount importance to us," he said. "And the USGS report correctly recognizes that the large majority of pesticide 
detections in streams and groundwater were trace amounts, far below scientifically based minimum levels set for protecting human health and the 
environment." 

Copyright 2006 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 
 

  
 

  
  

Find this article at:  
http://www.usatoday.com/news/health/2006-03-03-pesticides_x.htm  
  
  

   
  
  
 

 

 


