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Sent: Tuesday, May 06, 2003 11:37 AM 

Subject: UPDATE: U.S. AIR QUALITY IS POOR...HOW DOES THAT RELATE TO WATER ? 

 

Dear Aquathin Dealer OnLine, Splash NewsBulletin and Allergic Reaction NewsBulletin Members; 
  
I received the following information ( excerpt from Water & Wastewater News) from our new friend and 
Authorized Aquathin Dealer in Mexico City, Sr. Juan Luis Steimle of REPMEX, concerning rainfall's 
capacity to absorb and collect contaminates.  This again is most interesting information and should be 
made available to Customers whose source water is river, stream, reservoir, shallow wells. 
_____________________ 
///////////////////// TIP OF THE WEEK* //////////////////// 
 
Stanley J. Penkala, Ph.D., Q.E.P., president, Air Science 
Consultants Inc., Bridgeville, Pa., writes, "We have participated in 
rainfall collection and characterization studies going back to the 
'80s, when a major concern was acid rain. For rainfall, the 
definition of 'naturally pure' needs to consider the formation 
process, effect of rainfall droplets falling to earth and the 
subsequent collection process. Every raindrop collects material from 
the atmosphere as it falls, in a process called scavenging. The 
water droplet reaches equilibrium with the CO2 concentration in the 
air, which leaves it naturally slightly acidic. It also sweeps up 
particulates (which will partially dissolve into the water of the 
droplet) and other gasses (SO2, NOx, etc.). The resulting rainwater 
can be more acidic or basic, and dirty. Once reaching the surface, 
it washes and entrains additional particulates and surface materials 
in the process of wetting the ground and draining to the nearest 
storm sewer, downspout, porous ground or watercourse. Also, the 
first rain after an extended dry spell will often be scavenging 
material from very dirty ambient air. 
 
"You can see the effects of this when you clean the windows of your 
car after a brief shower. If the droplets don't fully wet the 
surface and run off, every drop will dry, leaving a whitish spot, 
which is the collected material in the raindrop left after the water 
evaporated. 
 
"This is not to say the collection and use of rainwater is a bad 
idea, but that rainwater is not pure liquid H2O, and it might need 
treatment before going into some processes." 
  
__________________________ 
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Warmest regards to all...as well, your comments are always welcome and very much appreciated. 
  
FOR THE BEST TASTE IN LIFE 
Think Aquathin..AquathinK !! 
Celebrating our 23rd Birthday in 2003 !!! 
(visit the allnew http://www.aquathin.com) 
  
"Alfie" 
Alfred J. Lipshultz, President 
  
P.S. "Splash NewsBulletins", "Forum Q & A" , "Allergic Reaction" , Biz Bank, Tech Bank and Quote 
Bank... ARE  ALL FREE services to all Authorized Aquathin Dealers and their clients to keep you 
abreast of technology updates and industry news. 

----- Original Message -----  
From: AQUATHIN TECH SUPPORT  
To: Info@Aquathin.Com  
Sent: Friday, May 02, 2003 4:58 PM 
Subject: U.S. AIR QUALITY IS POOR...HOW DOES THAT RELATE TO WATER ? 

 

Dear Aquathin Dealer OnLine, Splash NewsBulletin and Allergic Reaction NewsBulletin Members; 
  
A 'not so long time ago' when I was a little kid, I asked my Grandmother "what's for dinner?"  She 
plopped a bone into a pot of hot water and said "soup !". 
  
Below you will read about the continuing problem of increasing concentrations of air pollution.  In an 
earlier Splash NewsBulletin I provided the article concerning reported "legal" pollution had grown to 20 
billion pounds.  Mix that large of a bone with rainwater, and you have quite a soup !  which is exactly 
what occurs.  Rain is nature's distilled water and should have nothing in it.  Do a TDS of rainwater in 
downtown NYC...it will range from 30 to 80 ppm.  We live and work near the ocean where the air should 
be clean and fresh, yet...rain TDS is 4-7 ppm.  Also, here in South Florida, we are extremely limited to 
the amount of fish we can eat from the freshwater Everglades.  You see the fish are contaminated with 
mercury from air pollution at waste incinerators.  I love my Aquathin ! 
  
Warmest regards to all...as well, your comments are always welcome and very much appreciated. 
  
FOR THE BEST TASTE IN LIFE 
Think Aquathin..AquathinK !! 
Celebrating our 23rd Birthday in 2003 !!! 
(visit the allnew http://www.aquathin.com) 
  
"Alfie" 
Alfred J. Lipshultz, President 
  
P.S. "Splash NewsBulletins", "Forum Q & A" , "Allergic Reaction" , Biz Bank, Tech Bank and 
Quote Bank... ARE  ALL FREE services to all Authorized Aquathin Dealers and their clients to 
keep you abreast of technology updates and industry news. 
  

  

  

______________________________ 

Daily World News 

Respiratory Health Group Says U.S. Air Quality Poor  
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WASHINGTON, DC, May 1, 2003 (ENS) - About half of the U.S. population continues to breathe unhealthy air, and the 
Bush administration's proposed changes to clean air laws would only make this situation worse, finds a new report from 
the American Lung Association.  

The Bush administration is putting at risk laws that have helped protect public health for 40 years and is putting politics 
above clean air and public health, said John Kirkwood, president and chief executive officer of the American Lung 
Association (ALA), one of the nation's oldest and largest public health advocacy groups.  

"Americans' right to breathe clean air is being threatened," Kirkwood said.  

In its "State of the Air: 2003" report released today, the ALA reveals that current policies are barely holding the line on air 
pollution.  

Some 137 million Americans continue to breathe unhealthy amounts of the air pollutant ozone, commonly referred to as 
smog. Four California metropolitan areas - Los Angeles, Fresno, Bakersfield, and Visalia-Tulare-Porterville - top the 
organization's list of smoggiest cities for the fourth year in a row. Smog affects many American cities and is a problem 
that looks unlikely to be solved anytime soon.   

The organization has analyzed data since the mid-1990s and cannot point to any significant ozone improvements "other 
than a few lucky changes in the weather," Kirkwood said.  

Ozone is formed near the ground by the action of sunlight on hydrocarbons and nitrogen oxides (NOx) and is primarily 
caused by emissions from motor vehicles, industrial emissions and chemical solvents.  

Children, the elderly and individuals with chronic lung disease, such as asthma, are at greatest risk of breathing problems 
from ozone exposure.  

The report, which examined ozone air quality data for 1999-2001, found at least 7.5 million adults and some two million 
children who suffer from asthma living in counties that received an "F" grade for ozone pollution.  

The ALA found that five million fewer Americans lived in counties that received a failing grade compared to the prior 
period, but explained that this is due to cooler temperatures and that it is "insignificant."  

The organization anticipates increasing numbers in its 2004 report, which will include data from the hot 2002 summer.  

Ozone is typically worse in the summer, as heat, sunlight and less wind cause levels to rise.  

The remaining top 10 smoggiest cities cited in the report are Houston-Galveston-Brazoria, Texas; Sacramento-Yolo and 
Merced, California; Atlanta, Georgia; Knoxville, Tennessee; and Charlotte, North Carolina.  

The report takes aim at the Bush administration for its clean air policies, which have been the subject of criticism from an 
array of sources, including state officials, public health groups and environmental organizations.  

In a statement released Wednesday, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator Christie Whitman said the 
agency is ready to work with states and local communities to comply with more protective ozone standards and defended 
her record on clean air. Air pollution disproportionately affects the young.   

"The Bush administration is committed to protecting the health of all Americans, especially those who are most vulnerable 
like our children and the elderly," said Whitman.  

"We share the same goal as the American Lung Association," Whitman said. "We believe that the President's Clear Skies 
initiative, along with other EPA programs already underway, will achieve the results we all are looking for - and sooner 
than under current law."  

But Kirkwood says that the administration's clean air policies will force the nation to "depend on Mother Nature to protect 
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Americans from disease and death caused by breathing human made smog."  

"We need to make major policy changes that will have a long term, positive impact on our smog problem," Kirkwood said. 

The ALA recommends cleaner fuel standards, stricter pollution control requirements for motor vehicles, and for power 
plants, including those that will bring older power plants up to current emissions standards. The organization has praised 
the administration for its proposed standards that would reduce pollution from nonroad diesel vehicles, but has slammed 
its other policies.  

Critics of the Clear Skies initiative say it would be a poor substitute for enforcing the existing Clean Air Act and would 
allow industries to spew more NOx, sulfur dioxide and arsenic than would be permitted if the current law was enforced. 
Controlling emissions from power plants is a key part of the strategy to contain air pollution.   

In addition to the Clear Skies initiative, the ALA report targets the Bush administration's planned revisions to the New 
Source Review provisions of the Clean Air Act.  

The New Source Review program requires some 17,000 industrial facilities to install new pollution controls when plants 
are expanded or modified. The administration says its changes give industry the clarity and flexibility needed to make the 
program efficient, but critics believe the proposed revisions will ease pollution controls for industry.  

Nine northeastern U.S. states have sued to block the proposed New Source Review changes, and the ALA is party to 
another suit challenging the administration's rule revisions.  

Several environmental groups held a rally at the EPA's headquarters today, delivering 200,000 public comments critical of 
the administration's New Source Review rule changes.  

According to the U.S. Public Interest Research Group, this is the highest number of public comments that has ever been 
submitted for any EPA rulemaking proposal. The public comment period ends Friday.  

To access the full report, see http://www.lungusa.org  

To access information or to comment on the EPA's New Source Review rule change, see http://www.epa.gov/nsr  

 


