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Sent: Friday, January 14, 2005 2:18 PM 

Subject: WHEN ITS OK TO PUT SEWAGE INTO FRESH WATER...IT IS THIS TYPE OF THINKING AS TO 

WHY BUSINESS IS STRONG AND GROWING 

 

Dear Aquathin Dealer OnLine, Splash NewsBulletin and Allergic Reaction NewsBulletin Members; 
  
What you are about to read happens daily all over the world...and it can have an effect thousands of 
miles away.  In my own neighborhood, when the local community college's sewage treatment plant could 
not handle the load, raw and partially treated sewage was trucked a couple hundred yards and dumped 
into the pristine canals that surround our homes...the waterways we fish, ski and swim in...no notification 
at all.  I happened to be driving home and stopped in the rain storm to question the driver.  The action 
was reported to the city...and yes, it is legal.  Within a few days, the algae bloom and increased BOD 
(Biological Oxygen Demand) from the crud, starved the fish of oxygen.  Note that these canals were 
listed in Field and Stream Magazine as theeeeee best place in the U.S. for Peacock Bass fishing...a real 
prize since this guy thinks it's a Marlin ! 
  
Many of you may recall the efforts beginning in the 1950's to clean up the Great Lakes, once called Great 
Dead Lakes.  It is simply amazing that today, many still don't get it...that everyone lives downstream from 
everyone else.  It is this type of thinking as to why our industry will be around for years. 
  
I LOVE MY AQUATHIN ! 
  
Warmest regards to all...as well, your comments are always welcome and very much appreciated. 
  
FOR THE BEST TASTE IN LIFE & 

25 Years Pure Excellence 
Think Aquathin...AquathinK !! 
( visit the allnew www.aquathin.com ) 
  
  
"Alfie" 
Alfred J. Lipshultz, President 
  
P.S. "Splash NewsBulletins", "Forum Q & A" , "Allergic Reaction" , Biz Bank, Tech Bank and Quote 
Bank... ARE  ALL FREE services to all Authorized Aquathin Dealers and their clients to keep you 
abreast of technology updates and industry news. 
  
  
________________________ 

Proposed plan would let sewage flow into Michigan lakes  

January 2005 
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U.S. Water News Online 

DETROIT -- The Environmental Protection Agency is considering whether to allow new federal standards 
that would let communities dump partially treated sewage into local waterways during heavy rainfalls. 

Policies allowing "sewage blending," a practice in which cities mix untreated sewage with fully treated 
wastewater during storms, could save the region millions of dollars and ease basement flooding. 

But the idea also raises health and ecological concerns.  

Environmental activists say the new rules could send more potentially harmful contaminants into the 
Detroit River or Lake St. Clair, the source of drinking water for much of southeast Michigan. 

The debate is spurred in part by huge repair bills expected to result from aging infrastructure, The Detroit 
News reported. 

Southeast Michigan alone faces $16 billion to $24 billion in sewage upgrades in the next 25 years, 
according to the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments. And the costs would multiply if sewage 
blending isn't allowed, SEMCOG environmental chief Chuck Hersey said. 

SEMCOG and groups such as the Michigan Municipal League view diluted sewage as an inexpensive 
solution to problems that arise when rainfall overwhelms treatment plants. The alternative to blending is 
expensive upgrades or dumping untreated sewage into waterways. 

In older cities, all wastewater, rainwater and sewage flow in the same sewers. If there's too much rain, the 
water must go somewhere, and often ends up in streams, lakes or basements. 

"This is a policy that would help us minimize costs, but not wreak havoc on the environment," Hersey said. 

Hersey argued that discharges of blended sewage would be infrequent and unlikely to add to pollution. 

Water quality is an issue near and dear to Great Lakes residents. Several times a year, untreated sewage 
closes beaches along Lake St. Clair, and a decade-long effort and millions of dollars slowly are nursing the 
Rouge River back to health. 

A report by the National Resources Defense Council last year gave Detroit failing marks for protecting 
drinking water sources from contaminants. 

Environmentalists are outraged at the EPA's sewage proposal, noting the goal of the 1970 Clean Water 
Act was to eliminate the discharge of sewage into waterways by 2010.  

"There's no doubt about it: If we back off, we will absolutely see more raw and partially treated sewage in 
our drinking water sources," said Cyndi Roper, Great Lakes policy director for Clean Water Action, a 
nationwide environmental group. 

The policy change likely would lead to less dumping of untreated sewage, which in turn would lead to 
fewer basement floods during extreme rainfalls, said Hersey of SEMCOG. 

The EPA has collected more than 98,000 public comments about the proposal since February, said 
Cynthia Bergman, an EPA spokeswoman. Officials expect to make a decision by February 2005.  


